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Monthly Mustang

ARE YOUR DRINKING ENOUGH WATER? 
BY YOSEF  ELYASHKEVICH

AUTHOR MAC BARNETT MAKES 
 A STOP AT WEST U  BY CLARA ROWSEY

Author Mac Barnett with 4th Grade teachers MacKenzie Inman, Abigail Mills and 
Sally Parish.

Kindergartners Lilliana Shu, Charlotte Thompson and Frances Prescott 
always bring a water bottle to the playground.

Have you ever heard of 
Mac Barnett? He is the 
author of many popular 
ch i l d r en ’s book . H i s 
famous books are The 
Terrible Two and The 
Terrible Two Gets Worse. 
He also wrote many more 
books like Leo: A Ghost 
Story, Sam and Dave Dig a 
Hole and The Brixton 
Brothers. If you are a fan 
of Mac Barnett’s books, 
today is your lucky day 
because his new book just 
came out. It is called Kid 
Spy: Mac Undercover. A 
few days ago, Mac Barnett 

came to our school to talk 
about his new book to third 
and fourth grades. He read 
the first chapter of his 
book. He is a very funny 
guy, I loved the way he 
read using different voices 
for each character.  

I recommend you read 
Kid Spy: Mac Undercover. 
Unlike most of his books, 
Kid Spy: Mac Undercover 
is a true story that actually 
happened to him. This 
book is great for people of 
all ages, I think you will 
like it because I sure did! 

Doctors say kids need at least six 
cups of water every day.  Kids consume 
more water than adults, even though 
they’re smaller, because kids need 
water to grow.  

On the playgrounds, schools 
should have at least one working water 
fountain for kids.  Kids tend to use 
more energy and water outside, because 
they are staying active, playing tag, 
climbing, etc.  It can also be very hot 
and humid outside, particularly in 
Houston.  When it’s hot, people sweat 
out water to cool themselves off.   

Kids at our school are playing 
outside during recess.  While there is a 
water fountain on the front playground 
at West U, it hasn’t been working for a 
long time. The back playground doesn’t 

have an outside water fountain (it’s just 
inside the door.)  There is only 25 
minutes for recess, so kids sometimes 
have to go back inside to get water. and 
miss out on the fun: “I am really thirsty 
and the water fountain is broken” says 
2nd grader Moussia Elyashkevich 
during recess.   

In conclusion, schools should have 
working water fountains at all their 
playgrounds, and kids, remember to 
drink  six cups water a day!    

Editor ’s note: The PTO is 
replacing all the indoor water fountains 
with new fountains featuring filtered 
water and stations for filling water 
bottles in the next few weeks. And the 
outside water fountain has been 
scheduled for repair. 

HAVE FUN AT THE WEST U BOO BASH CARNIVAL  BY JOHANNA DORN

Are you ready to get some 
confetti in your hair?  This 
year´s Boo Bash is coming 
up! It is one of the most fun 
events at our great school. 

Imagine the school yard, the street, and 
the sport fields turned into a giant playground! 
The carnival has inflatables, bouncing houses, 
games, and prizes.  Last year, a magician 

demonstrated an amazing trick: children flying 
in the air! There will be bubble machines and 
even a booth where we can dunk our teachers!   

Boo Bash features stations for parents to 
shop for jewelry, clothes, and other things. It is 
fun to walk around and meet friends. There 
will be soccer and baseball games where you 
can show of some of your favorite sports 
moves. Don’t forget the food, not only 

cookies, and cakes, last year’s Boo Bash had 
delicious food by Chick-fil-A and pizza.   

Order your Boo Bash wrist band from the 
PTO and it will be delivered to your Monday 
folder. You can also buy wristbands at the 
carnival. Wear your Boo Bash t-shirt or a 
costume to get into the Halloween mood!  
Mark your calendar: Boo Bash is on Saturday, 
October 13! 

http://westues.org
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Q:What  was your 
favorite thing you did 
over the summer? 
A: I went to Winter 
Park, Colorado and 
did a half marathon. 
Q: Tell us about the 
marathon your class 
runs.  How is it done? 
A: They run for ten 
minutes every morning 
and accumulate miles. I 

tally their laps completed. 

Q: Why do you have your class run a 
marathon? 

A: To get their brains started! Exercise 
makes you happy and healthy and the 
students accomplish a huge goal! 

Q: Do you run marathons? How many 
marathons have you completed? 

A: I have completed eight whole 
marathons and about 25 half 
marathons. 

Q: Have you taught anywhere besides 
West U? 

A: I taught at Briargrove Elementary. 
Q: How long have you taught at West 

U? What grades have you taught? 

A: This is my 5th year at WUES. I 
taught 12 years of kindergarten and 
this is my first year in 4th grade. 

Q: What is your favorite grade to teach? 
A: I love both kindergarten and 4th 

grade! 
Q: What is your favorite thing about 

4th grade so far? 
A: I get some of my kindergarteners 

four years later! 
Q: What is your favorite holiday? 
A: Halloween. 
Q: What do you do for Halloween? Do 

you dress up? 
A: I do dress up and I love to see 

everyone’s costumes!

MRS.BRADLEY  GOES TO 2ND  BY LELA IZADDOOST AND DEVIKA  KURUP

GET TO KNOW MS. LEVY   
BY BARRETT MAGUIRE & OLIVER TSAO

Q: How long have you had an Alexa in your 
classroom? 

A: The Alexa is brand new to my classroom this 
year.  

Q: What do you use the Alexa for? 
A: I use the Alexa as a timer, spelling check, music, 

math facts, and planet project facts.  
Q: Do you let students play with Alexa? 
A: Not yet, but maybe later in the year.  
Q: Do you think every class should have an Alexa? 

A: I think every class could use any form of technology. 

Q: What other electronics would you want in your classroom 
to help you teach? 

A: It would be nice if every student had an iPad. 
Q: How long have you been teaching? 
A: I have been teaching for 3 years. 
Q: What other grades have you taught? Have you taught at 

other schools? 
A: I have only taught 3rd grade here at WUES. 
Q: What is your favorite subject to teach? 
A: Math! 
Q: What do you like to do when you are not teaching? 
A: I love to watch the Astros play baseball and play with my 

dog, Yogi Bear! 

MEET THE NEW STUDENT IN MS. TREVINO: ALEXA BY AARON PAYNE

Q. How do you like West U so far? 
A. I love it. 
Q. What is your favorite color? 
A. Pink . 
Q. Where were you born? 
A. Houston. 
Q. What is your favorite animal? 
A. Cat. 

Q. What is your favorite sport? 
A. Basketball. 
Q. What is your favorite subject to 

teach? 
A. Reading. 
Q. What are your hobbies? 
A. Scrapbooking and taking 

pictures. 

Q. What elementary school did you 
go to? 

A. St. Anne's school in Houston. 
Q. What college did you go to? 
A. University of Houston. 
Q. Did you have any jobs before? 
A. Yes, I did interior design.

Q: When did you know you were going to be a 
homeroom teacher? 

A: The week before school started. 
Q: What was your reaction when you figured out you 

were going to be a homeroom teacher? 
A: I was nervous because I hadn’t had a homeroom 

in 5 years but I was excited to have a homeroom 
for Field Day. 

Q: How long have you been teaching math? 
A: 12 years. 

Q: Do you like teaching math or 
homeroom better? 

A: Math, but I really like my 
homeroom.  “They’re the best!” 

Q: If you got to choose what subject 
you would teach, what would you 
pick? 

A: I would like to teach PE and math. 
Q: What made you want to teach at 

West U? 
A: Mr. Threet called me on the phone 

and told me to teach at West U and 
I said, “Yes, Boss!” 

Q: Did you used to teach at a 
different school?  If so, 
which school? 

A: I taught at Poe Elementary 
for 6 years and at Jefferson 
Elementary for 1 year. 

Q: What did you do before 
you were a teacher? 

A: Before I was a teacher, I 
worked in television 
news for 15 years. 

Q: Why did you start teaching? 
A: I started teaching so I could get out of the 

television news business.

MR. G  BACK AT HOME (ROOM) 
 BY LULU FLORES  & AMELIA KUSINSKI

http://westues.org
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Do you like to eat food or be competitive? If 
you do, this is the book for you! This story begins 
with a boy named David who liked eating fast food. 
One day David saw something on his computer. The 
auction website was selling a hot dog which was 
half-bitten by the most famous speed-eater. David 
wanted to have it so desperately.  David stole his 
mom’s credit card and he accidentally bought that 
hot dog for $2,000! He panicked, but he had a plan to 

get the $2,000 he wasted back. He was going to 
compete in a speed-eating contest. He practiced and 
practiced, then it was time for the competition. 

This is a very intriguing and realistic book. 
David’s story also has lots of sportsmanship and fun. 
Do you want to find out what happened in the eating 
challenge? Do you think David could win? Would 
his mom notice about her credit card? Read Slider to 
find out! You will enjoy as much as I did! 

The Lost Hero is the first book of The Heroes of 
Olympus series by Rick Riordan.  This exciting story 
is about three teenagers: Jason, Piper and Leo, who 
go on a mission to save the goddess Hera.  Along the 
way, they run into all sorts of trouble, such as winged 

monsters, cyclops, and dragons.  They must work 
together to solve problems and survive.  Will they 
manage to save the queen of the gods?  Read The 
Lost Hero to find out!

REVIEWS  

THE LOST HERO BY RICK RIORDAN  REVIEWED BY WILL DUDLEY

SLIDER  BY PETE HAUTMAN REVIEWED BY EVELYN 

Are you tired of old games and 
looking for something to do? If so, 
come to Dave and Busters.  
They’ve got all the new games.  If 
you still like old games, come 
anyway.  They’ve got Pac Man, 
Skee-Ball, you name it!   
 D&B has dozens of games. 
They’ve got fun shooting games, 
challenging strategy games, and 
athletic (or not) sports games!  

They have classic games in the Midway. Plus, on 
Wednesday, the games are half price! 

You should eat the food there!  They’ve got a very 
wide variety of food.  Treat the kids with the wonderful 
kids menu.  You should definitely try the tasty pepperoni 
pull-apart!  If you have the guts, try the Candy Chill, it’s a 
snow cone with Sprite and Gummy Worms! 

The prizes are great!  Redeem your tickets on the 
rechargeable power card.  Stand in the Winner’s Circle to 
redeem tickets.  You can save up for bigger prizes like X-
box games or buy small prizes like candy.   

If you like playing games, winning prizes, and eating 
good food, this is the place for you!  

DAVE AND BUSTERS BY KEVIN BOYLE, JR 

GLOW IN THE DARK  BY FILIPP LAPATICO 

Glowzone is a challenge gym in Katy - all 
lit in black lights. There are many exciting 
activities. Skyscraper Ropes course - with a 
hypnotizer and biplane, mini-golf putt putt 
inside a course that spells out “GLOWZONE,” 
The Ninja course for tall people, climbing 

walls, bumper cars, laser maze. Smaller kids 
can play in Soft City Jungle Gym. There are 
four party rooms with different activities. It 
took one hour to get there after school, but it 
was worth it. The address is 830 Katy Fort 
Bend Rd, Katy, TX 77494. Open daily. 

Child predators are smart. They aren’t fools. There’s 
one certain fact: they have a plan. They don’t randomly 
rob or steal, instead they may watch a place or person for 
days. The main thing that you want to consider is: don’t 
get fooled! For example, Halloween is coming, and a 
thief may try to trick kids day and night. They might say 
that they have candy, or they might pretend to be a 
friend, relative, or nanny. They mainly do this to fool the 
kid, so don’t talk to this stranger! Instead, find a trusted 

adult immediately. This is very important. Here are some 
tips: find a friend or family member to walk home with. 
If a stranger talks to you, don’t talk back, and run away. 
Never trust anybody unless your parents have told you. 
Be aware, and be safe.... Happy Halloween!  

For more information go to  
• https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-

danger 
• https://www.kidsmartz.org/ 
• https://www.safekids.org/halloween-safety 

STRANGER DANGER BY HUNTER CHITTY 

https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-danger
https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-danger
https://www.kidsmartz.org/
https://www.safekids.org/halloween-safety
http://westues.org
https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-danger
https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-danger
https://www.kidsmartz.org/
https://www.safekids.org/halloween-safety
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I love Texas-Style BBQ and barbecue 
meats, especially pork ribs.  This week I am 
reviewing Goode Company’s pork ribs.  
Goode Company’s ribs are very tender, and 
come off the bone easily.  The flavor of the 
meat is smoky, and reminds me of the smell 
of a smoky grill.  The ribs taste like they 
have pepper on them, but it does not 
overpower the flavor.  Overall, the flavor of 

the ribs is a mix of sweetness and smokiness. 
But what is BBQ without BBQ sauce? Goode 
Company’s BBQ sauce is delicious! It tastes 
tangy and sweet at the same time.  It has a hint of 
spice.  It is definitely a great sauce for big BBQ 
eaters. 
Overall, I definitely recommend Goode 
Company’s BBQ pork ribs and sauce.  I rate their 
ribs and sauce 5 stars out of 5 stars!

GOODE COMPANY BBQ  BY ASHER JOHNSON 

The Showboat 
Drive-In movie 
theater is an 

amazing place to relax and 
watch a movie.  It’s one of my 
favorite things to do when I have a 
tiring week.  All you have to do is 
get tickets, park your car, and watch 
the movie from your car.  There’s a 
certain radio station you turn on to 
hear the sound.  When the movie is 
playing, you should get some 
popcorn and candy.  Make sure you 

bring pillows to get comfortable 
when you watch the movie. The 
movies start after dark.  Before 
watching the movie, you can play 
on the set of swings or with the 
tetherball pole.  After the movie starts, 
you’re not allowed to play on the 
playground anymore.  When the movie 
is over, you don’t have to leave yet 
because you can always stay for the 
double feature! Even if you don’t watch 
the double feature, you’ll be happy you 
went! The Showboat Drive-In is located 
at 22422 FM2920 in Hockley, Texas.

THE BEST MOVIE THEATER EVER 
BY SEAN BOYLE

This week, I ate at Pizza 
Motus with my family.  It is 
a small restaurant in West U 
that opened in August 2018. 
The name, Pizza Motus, 
means ‘inspired  movement’ 
because the owner used to 

be a motorcycle racer.  The owner, Will Gruy, started the 
restaurant because he grew up in Rome, but there were no 
pizza restaurants in Houston that served pizza that tasted the 

same.   The inside of Pizza Motus is decorated with picnic 
tables, pizza boxes, and blue paper towels. 

All of the menu items are delicious. They have salads, 
pizzas, paninis, and Italian ice.  I had the rosemary chips, 
cheese pizza, and strawberry Italian ice.   Everything was 
really good!  The pizza is a little different, because it has less 
sauce and a Roman style crust. The manager’s favorite menu 
item is the Hawaiian pizza. You can find Pizza Motus at 6119 
Edloe Street in West University.  You should stop by and try 
some of their amazing foods!

DID YOU NOTICE, PIZZA MOTUS? BY PENELOPE TSAO 

West U has just recently welcomed a new restaurant, 
Pizza Motus. Pizza Motus is a welcoming, friendly 
restaurant. It’s also fast! The food is very simple, but tasty, 
and they offer a great variety of menu options. 

 The appearance is small, and its style is unique. Its 
picnic tables and booths welcome small and large families 
and other groups. Instead of an order number, you are given 
a West U street name for your table! Also, Pizza Motus is 
always lively with music. No room inside? Pizza Motus has 

outdoor seating as well. You can 
sit, relax and enjoy! 

Pizza Motus’s food is based 
on Italy and the menu includes: 
beet humus, panini’s, rosemary 
potato chips, breadsticks, and 
many pizza options. There are 
other options on their menu, and 
they offer gelato for desert.  

NEW RESTAURANT, PIZZA MOTUS BY NOLA MILES

This summer lots of movies 
went to theaters. Let me tell you 
about Teen Titans Go, Solo, and 
Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom. 
First let’s talk about Teen Titans 
Go. I know a few people who like the show, 
but did not get to see the movie. In one scene, the 
villain Slade, says “Are you doing to annoy me to 
death with your waffles?”  Cyborg and Beastboy 
had waffles ready to throw at Slade.  That made 
the scene funny.  Jurassic World was a bit scary 
and the dinosaurs were very realistic.  Then there 
is Solo.  This is the story of a younger Han Solo 
for all the Star Wars fans. 

EXCITING NEW MOVIES 
 BY EMMA PIERCE

Halle Monkmeyer and Nola Miles 
wait eagerly for their order at 

Pizza Motus in the outdoor 
seating.

http://westues.org
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Dear Mia,  
When I go to after school care I want to 
play, but I also need to get my homework 
done. Everybody else plays immediately 
while I do my homework. By the time I'm 
done everyone has stopped playing. 
How can I play AND get my homework 
done? - Unhappy Scholar 

Dear Unhappy Scholar, 
You should try to finish it in class or at study hall, so you can 
play after-school. If you do in aftercare DON'T RUSH. The 
quality of your work is everything. If you get the questions  
wrong at  least you would be able to learn from your mistakes. 
    -  Mia 

Send your questions for Mia to westuelementary@gmail.com 
Please write Mia in the subject line. 

DEAR MIA BYMIA GOVERNALI 

POKEMON ULTRA SUN AND MOON GAME REVIEW BY ZACHARY BARNETT 

Welcome to the Alola 
region, a beautiful 
island in the Pokemon 
Universe! This is a 
RPG (Role Playing 
Game) where you can 
have many adventures, 
like surf or solve 
seven mysteries. There 

are four main playable areas within the game, all set on 
islands. Each island has different Pokemon that you can 
capture with Pokeballs. Pokeballs are high tech devices that 
you buy to capture Pokemon to join your team. 

As you assemble your team, you must fight to level them 
up. Make sure to do this as quickly as possible to avoid being 
unprepared later on in the game. Go to an island challenge 

getting Z-crystals as you go, after you beat the Island Kahuna 
(The “Final Boss” of each area).  Then you can command 
higher level Pokemon plus go to a new island. Z-crystals are a 
new feature, which allows you to use a very strong move once 
per battle. The crystals can be gained as you progress through 
the story to use a Pokemon’s Z-powers.  

As you go play the game, you can ride a legendary 
Pokemon and venture into the world of Ultra Space and 
encounter legendary or rare Pokemon, which can’t be found in 
the Alola Region. As you go, more of the story is unlocked, 
like after finishing all four grand trials you can challenge the 
elite four (Some of the top trainers in the Alola Region) and 
even the Champion. As you play through the game your path 
will be clouded, but always remember to fight for the light.  
This is a great game, a lot of fun, and easy to play.  5 stars!

Yulieski Gourriel Castillo, 
also known as Yuli Gurriel plays 
for the Houston Astros. He plays 
first base and sometimes third 
base. His jersey number is 10. 
Gurriel was born on June 9, 
1984 in Sancti Spíritus, Cuba. 
He has two siblings, Lourdes 
Gurriel Jr. and Yuniesky 
Gourriel. Lourdes Gurriel Jr. is 

also a baseball player for the 
Toronto Blue Jays and plays 
second base. His parents are 
Lourdes Gourriel and Olga 
Castillo. Before he came to the 
Major Leagues he played for the 
Sancti Spírtius team in the 
Cuban league.  

In 2017 his batting average 
was .299 and played 139 games. 

He had 158 hits, 75 RBIs, 18 
home runs, and got 43 
doubles.  

Yuli loved baseball as a 
child and worked hard to 
achieve his dreams and now 
with his hard work he is able 
to earn a living doing what he 
loves.

SPOTLIGHT ON YULI GURRIEL BY SACHIN JHUNJHUNWALA 

One of the perks of going 
to school is having your 
own locker. Why not make 
this little space reflect who 
you are? There are so many 
options! You can start by 
hanging self-adhesive 
removable wallpaper in 
your favorite design. Or you 
can use wrapping paper and 
just cut it to fit your locker. 
You can also add colorful 

locker carpet and a chandelier 
or LED lights for that wow 
factor! Decorate your locker 
with fun magnets that show 
your interests. You can use 
these magnets to hang pictures 
of your family, pets, friends, 
favorite sports teams and your 
own art work. Just no stickers 
please...they are not allowed. 
You can also hang a dry erase 
board to write reminders on or 

use colorful sticky notes with 
fun messages on them. You 
can decorate your locker with 
any theme you like. It can be 
sports, books, animals, or your 
favorite color. Or don't use a 
theme and just go crazy! It's 
your locker all year so just 
have fun, be creative and make 
it a space that makes you 
happy!

LOCKER TIME - EXPRESS YOURSELF! BY MEGAN BERRY 

10-year-old Manuel Mendez 
poses with Gurriel wearing a Yuli 

wig-hat.
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Wrong Turn by Zoe Velega
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Cat Boo Bash by Milla Eden
Got 

to go put on my special 
shirt!

Yah! It’s 
finally time!

http://es.houstonisd.org/westuniversity
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BROOMSTICK 
CACKLE 
CEMETERY 
COFFIN 
COSTUMES 
HAUNTED 
HOUSE 
JACK-O-LANTERN 
MONSTER 
OCTOBER 
PUMPKIN 
SKELETON 
SPIDER 
SPOOKY 
TRICK-O-TREAT 
VAMPIRE 
WITCH 
WITCHES  
WREATH 
BAT 
HAT 
WEB 

TOMB 
CANDY 
STONE

Can you find these words in our 
Halloween Word Search?

Silly Willy  
by Corinne Lo


